Williamson County is almost perfect for sports
tournaments
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Williamson County is poised to host youth sports tournaments with its centralized location, thriving hospitality
industry and favorable climate, according to a report (http://williamsoncounty-
tn.gov/DocumentCenter/View/16713) released Thursday.

There's just one thing missing — a large, high-quality sports facility.

Williamson County needs to build more facilities to meet the growth of local youth sports.

(Photo: Hunden Strategic Partners
and SinkCombsDethleps) But should it also consider building a premier sports complex to host tournaments and in turn help drive

economic development to the county?

Groups want to bring tournaments to Williamson County
Williamson County is an ideal location for youth sports tournaments for several reasons, according to the report.

The county already has the necessary hotels and businesses to accommodate traveling families and has warmer weather longer than northern locations.
It's also close to Nashville and centrally located, both in Tennessee and the South.

"There are some places that are not ideal for this kind of thing," said Robin Hunden, president of Hunden Strategic Partners. "Here, it's the opposite.”

Hunden Strategic Partners and SinkCombsDethlefs conducted the report on the market, feasibility and impact of a sports complex
(http://williamsoncounty-tn.gov/DocumentCenter/View/16713) in Williamson County.

State and national soccer associations, the Tennessee Secondary School Athletic Association and local and regional baseball and softball clubs have
expressed interest in hosting tournaments in the county, the report states.

Even niche sports have expressed an interest in Williamson County.

The Tennessee Rugby Association is interested in building a 120-acre, U.S. Olympic certified complex in Middle Tennessee, the report states. And the
association is interested in talking to Williamson County.

The complex's multi-purpose fields would be programmed for all foot sports.

Premier sports facilities bring high costs
Sport complexes large enough to meet the needs of regional or even national tournaments require millions of dollars.

It would cost about $65.59 million to build an indoor sports facility with 10 basketball courts, 20 volleyball courts, two ice sheets, two indoor turf fields,
1,200 parking spaces and locker rooms and concessions, the report states.

For an outdoor sports facility, it would cost about $65.96 million with 24 multi-purpose fields, 12 baseball diamonds, five concession areas and restrooms
and about 3,600 parking spaces.

However, neither facility is projected to bring in a lot of revenue, the report states.

How the county could benefit from hosting more tournaments
Despite the large start-up costs, the county could still benefit from having large sports complexes, the report states.

Sports tournaments bring in visitors, who in turn spend money on local hotels, restaurants and other businesses.
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In a 20-year time frame, an outdoor sports facility and indoor sports facility could result in more than 2 million hotel nights booked and about $36.85
million in collected county taxes.

It's unknown if A-Game will reopen

The A-Game Sportsplex in Franklin, previously a major hub for ice hockey, volleyball and basketball, is still up for sale, said Ellie Chin, president and CEO
of Visit Franklin.

The sports facility closed in 2016, resulting in displaced sports tournaments and less booked hotel rooms, according to the report.

It's unknown if there are interested buyers, Chin said.
Volleyball and basketball groups have a lease for A-Game's courts through 2018, Chin said.

View the full sports facility report on the county's website (http://www.williamsoncounty-tn.gov/)

Reach Melanie Balakit at mbalakit@tennessean.com.

About the sports authority
The Williamson County commission authorized a sports authority last year.

Once formed, the sports authority will be responsible for leading efforts to establish a sports complex to attract regional tournaments.
WilliamsonCounty SportsComplex | Hotel | Sports
(https://www.scribd.com/document/352614797/WilliamsonCounty-

SportsComplex)

TOP STORIES
Investors betting big on music
Nashville judge dismisses MLS stadium lawsuit, a win for expansion hopes

Nashville Predators embark on a special Christmas mission for kids of
recovering addicts
Hatch: Sen. Bob Corker had no role in tax provision that could benefit him

financially

Future uncertain for Nashville General CEO amid mayor's plans to end
inpatient care

Read or Share this story: http://www.tennessean.com/story/news/local/williamson/2017/06/30/williamson-county-almost-perfect-sports-
tournaments/441169001/


https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstpueIgHymf5CwklJzrE5gTvGUJhhjzbGD8hRNcSw22EseidYge4PkpbU7joheAdTFOvv1Xml3bwrTmcVZhMBFjzDpdeAQIDvOEDUzLdNwabC7iHCXq6yU7RJcTzenxoHfXwkyXWg&sig=Cg0ArKJSzHZOWTh8P65j&urlfix=1&adurl=http://clickserv.sitescout.com/clk/0067876760f655f1/8992adb09fd9a343/1-37664/1/tennessean.com//~_aid_~5a383292959fec6e00bc0001//cidentMjA1MjE2NEQxRkU1NUU0MTNBNzYxQUIwMDdFMTdCOTYvLy8vL2Vu%3Fr%3Dhttp://www.cabelas.com/category/Christmas-Gifts-Sale/590044680.uts%3F%26WT.tsrc%3DODA%26WT.mc_id%3Do80414
http://www.williamsoncounty-tn.gov/
https://www.scribd.com/document/352614797/WilliamsonCounty-SportsComplex
http://rssfeeds.tennessean.com/~/510610460/0/nashville/home~Investors-betting-big-on-music/
http://rssfeeds.tennessean.com/~/511401660/0/nashville/home~Nashville-judge-dismisses-MLS-stadium-lawsuit-a-win-for-expansion-hopes/
http://rssfeeds.tennessean.com/~/511249266/0/nashville/home~Nashville-Predators-embark-on-a-special-Christmas-mission-for-kids-of-recovering-addicts/
http://rssfeeds.tennessean.com/~/511363632/0/nashville/home~Hatch-Sen-Bob-Corker-had-no-role-in-tax-provision-that-could-benefit-him-financially/
http://rssfeeds.tennessean.com/~/511139532/0/nashville/home~Future-uncertain-for-Nashville-General-CEO-amid-mayoraposs-plans-to-end-inpatient-care/

